Goatfishes of Hawai'i
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Upeneus taeniopiras
Bandtail Gaatfish, Obake weke, Nightmare weke
Size: Length up to 12 inches, maxmimuam weight unknown
Habitat: Shallovw sandy o muddy bottoms
Feeding: Diumal; crustaceans and small fich

Moano hulu, Moano kea, Moana kali
Barupeneus cyclostomus
Goldsaddle Goatfsh
Stze: Length up to 24 inches; welght up to 6+ lba
Habitat: Coral reef aneas to dephs of 394 ft
Feeding; Diumal; cmall fish and crustaceans

Weke nono, Moelua
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HIAbItat: Sand areas near reefs n depths between 6310 240 ft
eeding: Diumal; snal fish and cruseaceans

Mimic Goatfish
Mallaidichtig mimicus
Size: Length up o 12 inches,
maxitmum welght unknown
Habiat: Vasins depte oughout e s
F

; mostly crustaceans
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Stripe Goatfish
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Hide | Shallow sandy or muddy botioms
eeding; Snall crustaceans

Malu - Parupencus plesrostigma
Goutish
Size: Length up to 16 nches, welght up 102 Ioe
Hiabitak: Nearshore o depths of 216 ft
Fecding; Diumal smal worms anl crustaceans

Weke ‘ula
Malloidichtys vamicoiensis
Red weke

Size: Length up to 16 inches, welght to aimoat 2 Iba
Hiabitar: Reef areas and depths of over 300t
Feeding: Noctumal, small worms and crustaceans

S L T
Hiabitat: Sandly bottom azeas near coral patches,

eanbian A0
Feeding; Nocturnal and diurnal; crustacears and worms

Weke n0n0 - Parupeneus crgonerse
Yellowbarbel Goatfich
Sine: Length up 0.5 inches, maxiznum weight unknown

Hhatitat: Generally found in deptbs between 5 to 600 2
Feeding Omnivorous

Kimii

Forupenes porpress
Whitesaddle Goatfish
Size: Lengh up to 20 nches, welght up o 6+ s
Habitat: Vasious depths throughout ref aeas,
by undier coral heads
Feeding; Nocturnal: moatly crustaceans

Moano, Moana
Parupencus mlifosciatus
Manybar Goatfish

th up to 14 inches, welght up o 1b. Taland Goafish, Joe Louis, Doublebar Goatfish
Habitat: m,, amh.mvdbﬂlfmAwlmalh«dsmﬂrpﬁ}ud-wﬂﬂ Sie: m.gmuy.mmwyuupmm
ing; Diummal; crustaceans and sima Habitat: Rocky areas from nearshore to depths of 250- .
Feeding; Diurnal and noctumal: small fish and crustaceans
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ommonly known a

“weke” in Hawai'‘i, includes specie
as the kiimii, moano, malu,

weke “ula, moano kea and others. Goatfish are unique

from other reef fish in that they possess a pair of barbels on their chin which function
s sensory organs used most importantly for finding and recognizing food buried in

the sand. Almost any fisherman or div

uch considered desirable food fishes suppo

ting valuable cultural, commercial and s
tisheries in Hawai‘i.

juveniles of two species in particular, Mulloidichthys
flavolineatus and M. vanicolensis, are known as ‘oama and provide a valuable

recreational fishery for local families. ‘Oama are commonly found in shallow sandy
areas Lilll'illlc'7 llll’ !rﬁl’ summer :Ulli are l]it‘,l]]\' ‘%LTllgllt after ll\" ‘i]ll!]"t‘“nl‘ “f\] ermen tor

consumptive use as well as bait for papio and other predators.

The young

r has observed at least once, a
the sand with their barbels looking for pre

ke probing

Common in inshore waters, many are




